594              RENEWED DREAD IN ROME.

Hannibal had set out from Carthage as a mere boy. He
had victoriously fought his way all around the Western Sea;
he now returned as an old man to seek to save a lost cause.
Emboldened by his return, the Carthaginians broke the truce,
made but for a purpose, by seizing some Eoman vessels bear-
ing victuals for Scipio, which had been driven into the port
of Carthage by a storm, and by attacking Scipio's messen-
gers, who came to Carthage to demand satisfaction. Scipio,
perhaps expecting nothing less, began preparations to resume
hostilities.

"Meanwhile, hope and anxiety daily and simultaneously
increased; nor could the minds of men be brought to any
fixed conclusion, whether it was a fit subject for rejoicing, that
Hannibal had now at length, after the sixteenth year, departed
from Italy, and left the Komans in the unmolested possession
of it, or whether they had not greater cause to fear, from his
having transported his army in safety into Africa. They said
that the scene of action certainly was changed, but not the
danger. That Quintus Fabius, lately deceased, who had fore-
told how arduous the contest would be, was used to predict,
not without good reason, that Hannibal would prove a more
formidable enemy in his own country than he had been in a
foreign one; and'that Scipio would have to encounter not
Syphax, a king of undisciplined barbarians, whose armies
Statorius, a man little better than a soldier's drudge, was
used to lead; nor his father-in-law, Hasdrubal, that most
fugacious general; nor tumultuary armies hastily collected
out of a crowd of half-armed rustics, but Hannibal, born in a
manner in the pavilion of his father, that bravest of generals;
nurtured and educated in the midst of arms; who served as a
soldier formerly, when a boy, and became a general when he
had scarcely attained the age of manhood; who, having
grown old in victory, had filled Spain, Gaul and Italy, fromamp of Hasdrubalolated a truce, nor is there an instanceo. 204. His
